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Editorial

Dear Reader, 
Over the last month, we have all been able to witness the outstanding performances our 
German Shepherds are able to give. The WUSV World Championships in Randers (Denmark) 
were characterized by wonderful performances, including on a final day that could not have 
been more exciting, but also by camaraderie among participants from all over the world. This 
high-profile event therefore demonstrated what should be on the agenda for the community of 
WUSV countries: working together to the benefit of German Shepherds and representing the 
breed as a strong unit. It was a joy to see how Randers had set itself up for this large-scale event. 
Flags, placards and garlands were seen all over the city and were an expression of the unbeliev-
able hospitality shown by the people in our neighboring country. You can read a comprehensive 
event report written by SV Press Officer Roswitha Dannenberg from page 8 onwards. I would 
also like to congratulate our SV starters for multiple successes. Sabrina Höfer, winner of the 
2018 Bundessiegerprüfung, can now also call herself the WUSV Vice World Champion for 
2018. Our German team can also use the same title since only the excellent results from the 
Czech team prevented them from reaching the top step of the podium. Congratulations to you 
all! Our participants also brought their skills to the Agility World Championships – which were 
held alongside the World Championships in Randers – and in the end, they took the top three 
places on the podium, also clinching the Agility Team Championship title.

At this point, it should be seen as a positive that the WUSV World Championships for IPO 
and Agility were held at the same time as the 100th anniversary breed show for the Danish 
Shepherd Dog Association. All in all, there were over 500 dogs present. As far as I know, this 
event had the most shepherd dogs present in Europe after the main German breed show. This 
was an impressive presence which also resonated greatly with the public and laymen alike. There 
was also an opportunity for an intensive exchange between representatives from individual 
interest groups. This was an example of how individual disciplines can accept and support one 
another. This format had an extraordinary outward impact and we must try to promote inter-
disciplinary events if permitted by the space available at the event venues.

The SV’s new family membership fees is another new concept that also marks a decisive step 
for our society. By introducing these fees, we are helping larger families and enabling parents 
to incorporate their children into our community from a very early age. We have been working 
on this initiative since the 2017 Federal Convention. I am delighted that we have been able to 
introduce the new family membership fees and would like to thank all those who have worked 
on the concept with determination and commitment over recent months.

Best wishes,

Prof. Heinrich Meßler,
SV and WUSV President

The cover photo for this edition 
was taken by SV Press Officer 

Roswitha Dannenberg at the 2018 
German National Herding Trials 
and features the BLH Champion, 

shepherd Herbert Kind.

The SV online  You can find further information, image galleries and news from across the society on 
our website. Visit us online: www.schaeferhunde.de
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We can look back on a fantastic 
WUSV World Championships 

for 2018 with great delight. Our neighboring 
country, Denmark, hosted this year’s large event 
and offered starters and spectators alike some 
outstanding conditions. 
From October 3-7, 2018, the world of dog sport 
met in the idyllic port city of Randers, and to 
be more precise, in the BioNutria Park Stadium, 
home of Randers Football Club. 
The event was the culmination of the 100th anni-

versary of the Schæferhundeklubben for Dan-
mark and we would like to congratulate National 
President Peter Maltha Larsen on reaching this 
milestone. 
Over five days, the best German Shepherds from 
33 countries showed off their skills. As part of the 
WUSV IPO World Championships, we watched 
obedience and protection services in the stadium. 
The tracking area was about an hour’s drive from 
the stadium. The latest tracking results were regu-
larly updated on screens around the stadium.

TOP-CLASS DOG SPORT 
AND WONDERFUL 

HOSPITALITY 
The level at a World Championships is extremely high. We can 
be even prouder of the participants’ results at the WUSV World 

Championships in IPO and Agility. 

By Roswitha Dannenberg, SV Press Officer
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 A CHEERING CITY    
The Danish host city of Randers  
was decorated with WUSV flags  
and placards. The starters were 
given a warm welcome. 

© Photos p. 8 to 15: Roswitha Dannenberg



Germans dominate the Agility competition 
On Friday and Saturday, the Agility World Championships were 
held on a grassy area directly beside the stadium. Competitions 
were held in classes A1, A2 and A3. Thirty starters from Germa-
ny were registered. The SV sports representative Björn Bröker 
was the team leader, who also put his skills to the test as one 
of the team’s starters. The Agility World Championships were 
opened with their own ceremony and the 
award ceremony was held in the stadium 
on Saturday. We witnessed outstanding, 
action-packed runs. All three podium 
spots in the individual agility competition went to German 
teams. The beaming winner was Sabine Metz and “Quinda 
vom Lusenpark”, with second place going to Kerstin Fechti and 
“Quickie von Lesimo” and third place to the young handler Pau-
la Korte and “Emma vom Wulfs Wurf”. Germany snuck ahead 
in the Agility team classification, too; simply outstanding! Not 
only were the WUSV IPO World Championships and Agility 
World Championships held to celebrate the 100th anniversary, 
but a breed show was also held on Saturday. It was therefore a 
varied program and offered something for everyone. 

Six SV starters after the title 
The pretty city of Randers was utterly dedicated to this event 
and the old town was lovingly decorated with pictures of 
German Shepherds. A shuttle bus provided free transport to 
the stadium. Our IPO team comprised six starters, as well as 
a stand-in starter, as follows: BSP 2018 winner, Sabrina Höfer 
and the other placed competitors Peter Rohde, Thomas Mitter-
mayr, Ronald Brenner and Isabell Schmid (stand-in). Helmut 
Huber was also there after qualifying with the best result from 
the SV team at the German VDH Championships in Velten, as 
was winner of the 2017 WUSV World Championships Reiner 
Naschke, who was there to defend his title. All in all, outstand-
ing sportspeople and a great team together. The team was led 
by Society Training Director Wilfried Tautz and his assistant 
Markus Schmitt (Training Director for LG 12).

 TEAMS ALONGSIDE EACH OTHER  Top left: Helmut Huber, Peter Rohde, 
Ronald Brenner, Sabrina Höfer and Thomas Mittermayr from Team 
Germany. Top right: Teams entering the stadium during the opening 
celebrations. 
Left column, top to bottom: SV Sports Representative Björn Bröker and 
SV President Prof. Heinrich Meßler. The appointed protection services 
volunteers and SV Starter Helmut Huber with “Rex vom Weinbergblick”.

MANY WINNERS 
IN AGILITY
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Our IPO team were provided with 
training clothes by Gappay so that 
they all looked the part. We’d like 
to say a big thank you to Isabell 

Schmid from Gappay Germany. 
Last year, Pinewood gave our IPO team high-quality outdoor 
jackets for the WUSV World Championships. Members of this 
year’s team who did not yet have one of these practical jackets 
were clothed by Free Out Corner, Frank Henkes, Pinewood 
Germany and Dieter Dotzel. Once again this year, MacHound 
supplied us with leads and collars in German colors at a very rea-
sonable cost, thereby completing our team’s look for the award 
ceremony. Sponsoring is anything but a given and we would like 
to thank you all for the support you have given us and in helping 
us to ensure that Team Germany is recognized by all.  

 STRONG PERFORMANCE   Czech Václav Ouška pushed  
SV starter Sabrina Höfer into second place on the last day 
with some outstanding results, and took home the World 
Championship title, as he did in 2016. Congratulations!

280 POINTS  
NOT ENOUGH

Dog & sport 11

International flair adds an element of fun 
As Press Officer, I was there to report for the SV and the WUSV, 
and my camera was always at the ready. I had access to the 
photography area in the stadium and tried to capture as many 
beautiful shots as possible. The photo gallery is available on the 
WUSV website (www.wusv.org). Since the World Champion-
ships bring together so many countries, it offers a particular kind 
of flair. There is plenty of jubilation, the starters are cheered (not 
only by their own supporters) and national flags are waved en-
thusiastically. Even if it wasn’t enough to pass, the cheering and 
applause made every participant feel like they had won.

Tense excitement until the end 
The excitement around who would climb to the top of the 
podium could hardly be contained, and the dice only fell just 
before the event drew to a close. Until Sunday lunchtime, it 
seemed as though Sabrina Höfer and “Duke vom Spektefeld” 
(who she bred herself ) would bring the World Championship 
title back to Germany. With an outstanding 92/93/95 – a 
total of 280 points – she was in first place.  But then Václav 
Ouška, the 2016 WUSV World Champion, came into the 
ring with his dog “Qvido Vepeden”. He had already scored 

3 QUESTIONS FOR ...  
Wilfried Tautz, Society Training Director

Wilfried, as team manager, how would 
you evaluate the organization of the 
World Championships? 
 Wilfried Tautz   The Danish association, led by Vivi Gilsag-
er, presented itself as an outstanding host and organizer 
throughout the event. We faced a few difficulties in terms of 
the chosen team hotel at the beginning of our stay but we 
were given fantastic training support. The event was held in 
a perfectly selected stadium. 

What are your personal highlights from Denmark?
 Wilfried Tautz   Our team can reflect on a very successful 
World Championships: After an exciting competition, Sabri-
na Höfer and “Duke vom Spektefeld” clinched the runner-up 
title. We were also crowned runners-up in the team classi-
fication. Other highlights included the drawing of lots on 
Tuesday evening and the welcome evening on Saturday.

How would you summarize the event?
 Wilfried Tautz   Participating in the 2018 WUSV World Cham-
pionships was once again very special. I’m proud to have been 
allowed to manage such a high-performing and harmonious 
team alongside my colleague Markus Schmitt. It was down to 
us to create the best possible conditions for our participants. 
And I hope that we were successful in our mission.



an outstanding 98 points in the tracking event. The pair 
then put in a brilliant performance in obedience and super 
protection services. Scoring 98/94/93 – and a total of 285 
points – he snuck past Sabrina to clinch first place. There 
were four bitches in heat who took on sections B and C on 
Sunday afternoon. 

Enough to be runner-up?
Just before the end of the event, it got really exciting again 
when another starter from the Czech team took to the start: 
Martin Matousek and his bitch “Vicky Favory Cross”. He gave 
an obedience performance that was almost perfect to my eyes. 
Wonderful charisma, willingness to work and team harmony 
between dog and handler. It was truly eye-catching and there-
fore could have been the participant to contest Sabrina Höfer’s 
second place had he put in an outstanding performance in 
protection services. In the end, he was awarded third place and 
Sabrina was able to secure second. This made way for great joy 
and celebration. Congratulations from us all on becoming the 
WUSV Vice World Champion!  
But that’s not all – Team Germany were also the runners-up 
in the team classification. A huge success! Each individual was 
brilliantly prepared and gave an outstanding demonstration of 
dog sport. The fact that the odd little thing didn’t go quite ac-
cording to plan or the desired results were not achieved simply 
shows that we’re only human after all. We working with living 
creatures, our four-legged team mates, the dogs. And they’re 
not the same every single day and are certainly not machines. 
Even the smallest of mistakes can often decide several places at 
such a high-caliber event. 
Following on from his performance in 2016, Václav Ouška 
was able to win a second WUSV World Championships 
with the same dog and shared his emotional rollercoaster 

with us all. Huge congratulations to you on 
this extraordinary victory. Defending 

Champion and winner of the 2017 
WUSV World Championships, Reiner 
Naschke and “Debby vom Eisernen 
Kreuz” secured a brilliant eighth 
place. A wonderful result! 

 MOTIVATED TEAM   The starters at the Agility World Champion-
ships were delighted and ambitious when taking to the start 
line. In the end, the German starters took home several titles.
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All of the World 

Championship  

results are  

available online:

www.wusv2018.

com/ 

High praise for the Danish organizers  
At the WUSV World Championships, we enjoyed top-quality dog 
sport and collegial exchanges with one another. It was wonderful 
to experience how our shared hobby – the German Shepherd – 
can create friendships between people from all over the world. 
Participants and spectators enjoyed the hospitality shown by our 
Danish sports fans. Their sympathetic and friendly nature ensured 
that every individual was well cared for at all times. We felt utterly 
at home!
Organizing and hosting a World Championships requires great 
effort and it would be remiss of us not to take this opportunity to 
say thank you. Expertly guided by Chief Organizer Vivi Gilsager, 
President of the Schæferhundeklubben for Danmark, Peter Maltha 
Larsen, and Head Judge Heinz Gerdes, everything ran like clock-
work. A total of 160 volunteers also contributed greatly, ensuring 
that we could all enjoy these World Championships. The work in 
the months running up to the event paid off and was rewarded 
with a successful event and satisfied guests. A big thank you to all 
those involved who contributed to the success of this large meeting 
of dog sportspeople, friends and lovers of German Shepherds. 
The crowning jewel was the concluding award ceremony, where 
the WUSV flag was ceremoniously handed over to the host of 
the 2019 WUSV World Championships. We are already looking 
forward to seeing each other in Italy and would like to wish those 
responsible good luck in their preparations. 
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You were the Lead Organizer and IPO Manager at the 
WUSV World Championships 2018. How would you sum-
marize the event? Are you satisfied? 
I’m very satisfied, overall everything went as planned. It was 
crucial for our success that Randers realized that the WUSV 
World Championships were a huge win for the city. Randers 
really went all in to prepare the city for the event.

What does such a prestigious international event mean 
to your club? Is it a great honor?  
It is, of course, an honor to have the opportunity to hold 
such a prestigious event. This is especially true since the 
Schæferhundeklubben for Danmark celebrated its 100th 
anniversary this year.

Can you tell us what your biggest challenge was when 
planning the World Championships 2018? How big was 
your team?  
Our biggest challenge was parking. Randers Stadium offers 
amazing scenery, but unfortunately there are not enough 
parking spaces. A total of 160 volunteers were involved, 
some more so than others. IPO = 50, Agility = 60,  
Show = 30, Parking = 20.

Before the World Championships 2018 started, there 
were discussions about the awards ceremony for Agility 
participants and IPO participants. How did it work in the 
end? Were people still disappointed?   

To my mind, it is amazing that we have both Agility and 
Show. Perhaps once Agility is well established, with selection 
competitions in all countries and the WUSV has produced 
an agility rulebook, it might be possible for both the WUSV 
Agility and IPO to be held concurrently on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, with both disciplines enjoying a shared awards 
ceremony in the stadium.
IPO participants were very pleased to have an awards cere-
mony just for IPO. The majority of Agility participants were 
also quite happy. 
“Simply because you shout out loud, it does not necessarily 
mean you’re right or you have support from other nations.”
In respect of the handlers, I would do the same again with  
a separate awards ceremony.

And lastly, do you think hosting the World Champi-
onships 2018 is a way to push the development of IPO 
sports in your country? For example, have the people of 
Randers given you feedback? Do you think an event of 
this size is the ideal platform to advertise the German 
Shepherd and recruit new members for your club?   
We have received very positive feedback, especially since the 
German Shepherd has adorned Randers for the past 3 weeks. 
Firstly with posters and placards around the city, then  
approx. 600 copies have been distributed around Randers. 
Our biggest problem is that we do not have enough volun-
teers to welcome new members to our clubs.

What was your personal highlight at the WUSV World 
Championships 2018? 
It gives me great pleasure to look back at a very successful 
WUSV World Championships as we have been working for 
over 2 years and have dedicated many hours to the event.

Interview with 
Vivi Gilsager,
Lead Organizer and 
IPO Manager 

A RESOUNDING SUCCESS AFTER TWO 
YEARS OF INTENSE PREPARATION

 TEAM PERFORMANCE   Team Germany 
clinched 2nd place in the Team IPO World 
Championships. Fantastic! 



You were appointed Head Judge for the WUSV World 
Championships in Denmark. What did you enjoy about 
the event?
I was permanently in touch with event director Vivi Gil-
sager for a year and during several meetings and at volun-
teer selection events, we discussed organizational matters 
and how the event would run. IPO, Show and Agility were 
brilliantly organized and carried out by countless volun-
teers who demonstrated a great deal of passion. 
 
You were very close to the action. Can you give an assess-
ment or share your impressions? What was the level like 
at the event? Which countries do you believe have their 
nose slightly in front in terms of IPO right now? 
Performance levels have improved in recent years. The 
Czech Republic, Germany and Slovakia are currently 
the top performers, but the USA and Finland have also 
improved.

Of course, we’re always interested in looking beyond 
the end of our noses. Were there any aspects from the 
2018 WUSV World Championships that you think the 
Germans could learn from the Danes?

The Danes celebrated their 100-year anniversary, and 
successfully organized an event encompassing all three 
disciplines for the first time.
 
As Head Judge, you had to be utterly impartial. Did you 
get the opportunity to celebrate with Team Germany, 
or were you absorbed by your judging responsibilities? 
Since I know them all personally, I was in touch with 
members of the German team every day, either at the 
hotel, out on the tracking field or in the beautiful stadium.
 
What was it like working with the appointed judges? 
I have been in close contact with the appointed judges in 
previous years and our cooperation was companionable 
and friendly.
 
What was your personal highlight from the 2018 WUSV 
World Championships?
The entire event – from the very beginning to the award 
ceremony – was brilliantly organized by Ms Gilsager and her 
fantastic team. Since all disciplines were represented, it was 
one of the best WUSV World Championships to my mind. 
I’d like to thank Ms Gilsager and her entire team once again.  

Interview with  
Heinz Gerdes, 
Head Judge at the  
2018 WUSV World 
Championships

“PERFORMANCE LEVELS HAVE 
IMPROVED IN RECENT YEARS”

14 Dog & sport
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